Body fluid homeostasis in the newborn infant with congestive heart failure: effects of diuretics.
Congestive heart failure is characterized by extracellular fluid volume expansion, increased venous filling pressure, and paradoxal renal sodium retention. Although diuretics remain invaluable agents to lower venous pressure in congestive heart failure, they also carry the risk of further compromising cardiac output and inducing severe adverse effects. This article reviews the pathophysiology of body fluid homeostasis in neonates with congestive heart failure, and discusses the adverse effects associated with the use and abuse of diuretics.